15-16 June
united states veterans paid
At midnight the United States Post Offices distributed
38,000,000 bonus bonds, to the value of £380,000,000, to
3,518,000 veterans of the Great War. The bond is delivered by
post to the recipient in person, and varies in value from £12
to £300.
A riot at bombay university
Students of Bombay University invaded the hall where the
Senate was sitting, shouting out, "Stop the Matriculation
slaughter!1' They made a number of demands and refused to
withdraw. Meanwhile demonstrators outside threw stones and
broke windows. The Vice-Chancellor requested the students to
withdraw, and, when they refused, was obliged to adjourn the
meeting. The students' grievance is that the Matriculation
Examination is too stiff. In the last examination only 29 per
cent of the candidates passed. They demand the passing of
44 per cent, which is the average in the last five years. The
university authorities, however, replied that there had been a
considerable lowering of the standard of intelligence of the
average student in the Presidency, though they admitted that
the papers this year were stiffer.
twenty dead in an indian cinema fire
Twenty persons, mostly women and children, were burnt to
death in a fire at the Motimahal Cinema, Hyderabad; the fire
started in the operator's box and spread over the balcony which
was reserved for zenana women and children. They were cut
off by the flames from the stairs; a few leapt into the auditorium,
but the rest stayed on the balcony and were buried in its col-
lapse. The fire brigade fought manfully to rescue the audience,
but the police had great difficulty in keeping back the enormous
crowds outside, who were greatly excited by the screams of the
victims. The next day the Nizam visited the scene and criticised
the inadequate provision made for protecting the public against
fire. He ordered the Commissioner of Police not to give per-
mission henceforth for buildings to be used as cinemas unless
the owners had made all possible arrangements for the escape of
the audience in case of fire.
Tuesday 16	unemployment relief
The Unemployment Assistance Board report on their first
year's work. They have given assistance to 800,000 persons—
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